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upon by the Bureau of Justice Statistics to explore the feasibility of chang-
ing the NCVS to a 12-month bounding period, which would cut down on 
the costs of doing the survey every six months.22 The research is examining 
whether telescoping may increase with a longer time period and whether 
interviewers can use certain cues to reduce telescoping. Preliminary 
results suggest that “telescoping will be more important” with the longer  
reference period.23

The most recent NCVS found that, between 2012 and 2013, violent 
crime rates decreased from 26.1 to 23.2 per 1,000 persons and property 
crime rates decreased from 155.8 to 131.4 per 1,000 persons.

An ongoing question in criminal justice centers on which database is 
more accurate: the UCR or the NCVS. It can be particularly confusing 
when the two strategies show different crime trends. One author team 
quoted a state criminal justice agency head who once asked, “Did crime go 
up in 1986?” because the UCR showed that crime increased by 10% and 
the NCVS showed no change.24

A cursory review of NCVS and UCR data over time shows that the UCR 
portrays a smaller decline in crime over time. Figure 3.4 shows the UCR 
and NCVS trends in aggravated assault rates over recent years. Eric Baumer 
and Janet Lauritsen scrutinized data from the two sources and found that 
the NCVS showed that robbery, rape, and aggravated assault decreased by 
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FIGURE 3.4
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